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 The 212-N Building was designed as a one story, steel framed, windowless facility with two main sections and a heat room oriented north/ south.  It was 74 feet by 89 feet 8-inches by 37 feet 
6-inches. Each section had a concrete slab, roof, and walls constructed of concrete and concrete block.  The facility contained no windows.  The low roof section of the facility was 12 feet 
above grade and 18 feet below grade. It contained a 2 inch wood floor with walkways in the higher roofed section.  The facility contained a transfer room, where the irradiated fuel rods arrived 
and left in rail cask cars, a storage room, fan room, and overhead bridge with a crane and monorail.   The transfer room contained two transfer pits and  accomodations for one special railcar.  
The railroad car entrance extended into the facility 54 feet and was covered with an overhead steel door.  The transfer room also contained a 30-ton overhead crane to handle casks from the 
railroad.  In the unloading area, the interior height was 35 feet from the top of the railroad rails to the ceiling. 

The storage room housed a water filled concrete pool with a sub-level of 20 feet 9-inches deep.  A monorail system operated from the transfer pits to the storage room.  The fan room was 
located on the east side of the building and housed the heating and ventilating system.  Air was delivered via wall ducts into the storage room after it was filtered and pre-heated by an electric 
unit heater.  The facility contained five doors with outside concrete platforms and steps.

The 212-N  Lag Storage Building was constructed in 1945 and was used to provide underwater storage of irradiated fuel elements from the 100 Areas.   The facility was designed to store the 
irradiated fuel rods that had exited the production reactors and were awaiting dissolution in the chemical processing facilities of the 200-E and 200-West Areas.  The storage of irradiated fuel 
rods prior to chemical processing allowed decay time for short-lived isotopes which was an important step in the environmental and personnel safety program.  Decay time had a direct effect on 
how much fresh fission product would be released during dissolving.  For example, the longer the cooling time, the more decay or stabilization of radionuclides could occur. The facility provided 
underwater storage of irradiated slugs from 1945 to 1952 and was sealed in 1972.

It is the conclusion of the U.S. Department of Energy that Building  212-N, through its role in reactor and chemical separations operations support, is eligible for inclusion in the National Register 
of Historic Places under Criterion A as a contributing property within the Hanford Site Manhattan Project and Cold War Era Historic District.


